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Honoring Memory of George F. Whitworth 

March 1 5th, at the Whitworth School in Seattle, occurred an epi- 
sode of historical interest. Under the auspices of the Parent-Teachers' 
Club, a meeting was held in the schoolhouse at the close of the day's 
session, attended by a half hundred mothers and three times as many of 
the older children under the direction of their teachers, drills, patriotic 
songs and other exercises were presented. An address upon the life, char- 
acter and times of Rev. Geo. F. Whitworth, after whom the school was 
named, was made by Mr. Thomas W. Prosch, followed by presentation 
to the school of his portrait by a son, Mr. F. H. Whitworth, and ac- 
ceptance of the same by Mr. Reuben W. Jones, Secretary of the Board 
of Education. The exercises were under the direction of the principal, 
Miss Emma Hart. 

The day chosen for this event was the 99th anniversary of George 
F. Whitworth's birth. He was a man of much historic interest, being a 
pioneer of 1 853, and one who until his death in 1907 was always engaged 
in public works of interest and value to the people among whom he dwelt. 
Saying nothing of his religious and other undertakings, of which much 
might be said, his efforts as an educator entitled him to every honor and 
consideration. He was foremost in his day in school matters. He taught 
the public school in Olympia, was superintendent of Thurston County, 
and had more to do with the school law enactments of Washington territory 
than any other person. He was also superintendent in King County and 
was twice president of the Territorial University. His last great act 
was the fouoding of a college by and for the Presbyterian Church, of 
which for a long life time he was an honored member. His associates 
in this work gave his name to the school, known to the world as Whitworth 
College, at Spokane, which promises in time to be one of the great denom- 
inational institutions of the United States. 

The Tacoma Research Club of the State Historical Society 

In January, 1915, this club entered on its second year by re-electing 
the following officers: President, O. B. Sperlin; vice-president, W. R. 
Andrus; secretary, W. S. Davis. During the past year the following pa- 
pers have been presented at the regular monthly meetings: "Indian Myths," 
Mrs. Addie Barlow, of Steilacoom; "Theodore Winthrop as an Historical 
Scene Painter," John H. Williams, Tacoma; "Philosophical Basis for 
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the Study of History," Wallace R. Andrus, Tacoma; "Maximilian in 
Mexico," Prof. W. S. Davis, College of Puget Sound; "Biography of 
General Isaac I. Stevens," Gen. Hazard Stevens; "Geology of Puget 
Sound," Prof W. N. Allen, Tacoma; "Geology of Washington," Prof. 
Henry Landes, U. of W.; "Puget Sound Weather," Prof. W. N. Allen, 
Tacoma; "First Ascent of Mt. Tacoma," P. B. Van Trump. During 
the coming year, in addition to the monthly papers and discussions, field 
trips for the State Historical Society are to be undertaken, especially in the 
summer vacation time. 

Contemporary History 

The History Department of the University of Washington has sched- 
uled for the second time an extra course of lectures on Mondays at 4 P. 
M. as follows: February 8, Professor G. W. Umphrey: The Mexican 
Situation; February 15, Professor Edward McMahon: The Economic 
Interpretation of History ; March 1 , Professor J. Allen Smith : The Cen- 
tralizing Influences in American Government; March 8, Doctor Ralph H. 
Lutz: Contemporary Italy; March 15, Doctor G. M. Janes: The Eu- 
ropean War and Neutrality; March 22, Hon. George F. Cotterill: The 
Political Revolution of 1910 in England; March 29, Professor H. K. 
Benson: The European War and American Industries; April 12, Pro- 
fessor H. E. Smith : The New" Tariff and Internal Tax Laws ; April 1 9, 
Professor E. A. Loew: Part Played by Electricity in Recent History; 
April 26, Professor G. W. Umphrey: Pan- Americanism ; May 3, Pro- 
fessor V. Custis: The Movement for Tax Reform; May 10, Professor 
Theresa McMahon: The Coal Strikes; May 17, Doctor C. Akerman: 
The Alien Land Ownership Question; May 24, Professor Theresa Mc- 
han: Woman Suffrage. 

Recent Researches in Russia 

Professor Frank A. Colder, of the State College of Washington, 
was selected by the History Research Department of the Carnegie Institu- 
tion to search the archives in Russia. He made considerable progress in 
St. Petersburg (which became Petrograd while he was there) and in 
Moscow. The war interrupted his work and he returned to America. He 
is now in Washington City working over the materials. He has accepted an 
engagement to give two courses of lectures on his recent work during the 
next Summer Session in the University of Washington. This will be a 
rare opportunity for those interested. 

General Hazard Stevens Honored 
At the annual meeting of the Pioneer and Historical Society of 
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Thurston County, held in Olympia on February 23, General Hazard 
Stevens, son of the first Governor of Washington Territory, was elected 
president by acclamation. 

The programme on the occasion included the annual address, "The 
Trail Blazers," by Hon. C. D. King; "The Old Settler," sung by the au- 
dience led by W. R. James; "The Good Old Pioneer Days," an original 
poem by Mrs. W. S. Shaser. 

Allen Weir was continued as Secretary and Curator of the Society. 

Death of Four Friends of History 

On Tuesday evening, March 30, death took heavy toll from the 
friends of history in the State of Washington. An automobile, returning 
from a meeting of the Washington State Historical Society in Tacoma, 
plunged off the bridge into the Duwamish River at Allentown. The 
result was fatal to Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. Prosch, Miss Margaret 
Lenora Denny, and Mrs. Harriet Foster Beecher. The only survivors 
were Mrs. M. J. Carkeek, owner of the car, and the Japanese chauffeur. 
The fortunate escape of Mrs. Carkeek is explainable only by the fact that 
she occupied the seat by the chauffeur, while her guests were held by the 
tightly fastened curtains that had been sheltering them from the rain. 

The whole State was painfully shocked by the accident. AH four of 
the victims were prominent and well beloved. 

Margaret Lenora Denny was but a small child when she landed at 
Alki Point on November 13, 1 85 1 , with her father's family. Her father 
was Arthur A. Denny, who has been counted the leader of that famous 
little colony from which has grown the City of Seattle. Miss Denny had 
thus witnessed the entire evolution of a log-cabin colony into a great me- 
tropolis. She shared her father's love of accurate historical records and 
gave generously of time, talent and money to that cause. It 
was she who paid the bills for the historical monument at Alki 
Point. She gave the University of Washington an enlarged 
portrait of one of its first presidents. She was a constant supporter of the 
Washington Historical Quarterly. In 1 9 1 1 , at the celebration of the semi- 
centennial of the University of Washington, she unveiled the bronze tablet 
commemorating the event. Miss Denny was one of the most charitable 
women in Seattle, though in this, as in all her work, she was modest and 
unassuming. No one person, nor any one group of persons, can measure 
the loss that will be felt by her death. 

The greater part of Mrs. Beecher's life was spent in Port Townsend. 
Her talent as an artist made her well known, however, throughout the 
Northwest. During the last few years her home has been in Seattle, where 
she has been busy painting portraits of pioneers. One of the last of these 
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was a beautiful portrait of Miss Denny, with whom she was so suddenly 
ushered into the Great Beyond. 

Mrs. Virginia McCarver Prosch was born on the McCarver Dona- 
tion Claim in Oregon and with the family of her father, General Morton 
M. McCarver, was one of the founders of the City of Tacoma. Her sunny 
smile and cheerful greetings were always welcome at gatherings of pioneers. 

Thomas W. Prosch is well known to readers of this Quarterly. 
He has been one of the Board of Editors from the first and scarcely an 
issue has been published without one or more articles signed or unsigned 
from his pen. He was one of the pioneer journalists of Puget Sound. He 
started to work for himself when a young boy and retired while still in 
the prime of life. His last years were devoted almost wholly to literature. 
He was the author of four or five books on pioneer history, as well as of 
innumerable magazine and newspaper articles of real and lasting merit. He 
was a tireless worker in such organizations as the Seattle Chamber of Com- 
merce (Judge Thomas Burke now survives him as the last continuous 
member since the organization of that body), the Pioneers of Washington, 
Sons of the American Revolution, and the historical societies of Oregon and 
Washington. As the days roll on there will be many persons and many 
places that will miss the earnest, willing helpfulness of Thomas W. Prosch. 

The daily press recorded the outpouring of sympathy for the surviving 
families and of respect for the departed at the funerals. 

Many organizations have adopted resolutions giving expression to these 
sentiments. The action most appropriate for reproduction in this Quarterly 
is that by the Pioneers of Washington. President Samuel L. Crawford 
appointed the following committee: Major W. V. Rinehart, Judge C. H. 
Hanford, Edgar Bryan, Clarence B. Bagley, William M. Calhoun and 
Edmond S. Meany. The committee prepared for the association the follow- 
ing: 

"The people of the City of Seattle and the State of Washington 
have been shocked by the announcement of the sudden tragedy that has 
overtaken a group of honored and respected pioneers. While in pursuit 
of their earnest efforts to preserve the pioneer records of their loved Com- 
monwealth for the benefit of generations to follow them, they were called 
from earth in a moment by an unfortunate accident. 

"Thomas Wickham Prosch and his wife, Virginia McCarver Prosch ; 
Miss Margaret Lenora Denny, Mrs. Harriet Foster Beecher, all were 
loved and respected as pioneers of Seattle and the Puget Sound country 
during the greater part of their lives. Miss Denny came to Seattle as a 
small child when her father's family constituted a part of that colony 
which founded this city. The others came later, but all had witnessed 
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the city's growth from a village in the wilderness to the metropolis of the 
present day. 

"Words are inadequate to express the feeling of sorrow engendered by 
this tragedy. All that can now be done is to express our sympathy with 
the stricken families and to give voice to our appreciation of the noble 
lives whose untimely end we mourn. 

"The Pioneers of Washington, through a committee appointed for the 
purpose, speak for the pioneers of the State in thus attempting to offer this 
tribute of their appreciation and their sorrow, as well as of sincere sympathy 
for the bereaved families." 



